The absent lumbosacral articular process. A report of three cases and review of the literature.
Three cases of absent lumbar articular processes are presented, with special attention to the symptoms of the lesion, previous literature on this anomaly, and some of the possible embryologic explanations for its occurrence. The symptoms were improved after lumbosacral fusion. The possible role of torsional loading in lumbar disc degeneration is noteworthy in patients with congenital absence of intervertebral joints.